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By JOHN M. CREWDS0W
Sresial 13 The New Yorg Timee
WASHINGTON.
tArny inteiiigence cifice
.uoved in West Bﬂr:‘
iogm»‘d first-class mail .
jthere and the Uniwed
.and may be continuing to uo 53
'auord ng
Ycen'ly fxl;d in civ xl court canes
iby Army Secretary Mfartin R
‘Heffimann.
My, Heffraann ackrowledacd
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‘in one of the
‘the Army “inlercente in’;
;1968 a letter from & member
of the Socialist Workars Party
-to an addressee in ‘West Bore
lin, and a seccnd le.der, four
vears later, that ' ‘merely dis-
cuss°:l" a party member.

I~ both instances, Mr. Hoff-
ma.... said, the leters were.

¢t then in United States mail
channel.\,‘ The “arfidevit was
submitted by the Secratary in
resporse to queries from the
Socialist Werkers in ¢onnecuon
with its lawsuit agaist overai
Federal intelligence agencies.

1n an affidavit filed in a
related case, brought against
iDefense Secrctary Donald H.
Rumsfeld by a group of i
American citizens ini
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“The U.S. Army conducis
monitoring of postal am.i telo.
phone comimunications withing
its sector of Berlin for iisalf
aad other United States in-
vestigatory agen ncies.”

Asked whether Mr. Hoff-
manns statement couid o2
mterpm'cd as an  acknowl-:
'edgem"m 'hat the \rmv was |

to two afridavits re-!

aft (n\x[< that! .el:ewr‘ere in the wer
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West Berlin, Mr. Hoffmann said, |
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continuing to open mail in'!
west Berlm an Army spokes-
man ru)ned that the Secrafary
retained the authority to order !
mail intecceptions “under cer-
tain vPry reamcme circum-
stances.”

The spokesman was ‘unable !

A

to ccrmment on whether Army
inteliizence officers conducted-

similar mail op2ning eperations

or to
;5ay how long such practices;
ihad been under way in West

]

;Beriin,
i Heo did say, hovever, that
‘Armmy perscanel “may conduct
Jsurveillance acts overseas duf-
ling the course of cm'n.x.:u pa-
‘tional security or fore
!qamce m" stigations”
ipiiance with ‘%
|of the host country,
such methods couid be used
agamsL American  citizens
akroad only with the approval
of the Secretary or Under Sec-
retary of the Army in specific
cases.

The

i Central  Infelligence

Azency openad a‘.a choto-
fgraphed first-glass mail  be-
itween the United Stoies and

kommumst countries beginning
lin 1653 but ended the pract ice
Him 1973.

Mr. Hotfmann’s reference to

“other United Statﬂs investi-
gatory agencies” raized the
C\.nb.htv that the C.IA,

‘thrcugh Army intelligence, still
has access to mail from this
country opened outside of
United States postal channeis,
but a C.I.A. spokesman reiused
to say wn"the. this was the
(*'l

The p’avnhffs in the secord
civil suit are members of the
Berlin Deimocratic Club: whch
.<uppol.ed Senator George Mc-
iGovern of South D‘m?ra the
Democratic Presiceniiai candi-
date in 1972.

Thir suit, br‘.*'"ut
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assn~tance of ths American'Department lawyers asserted!
iCivil Liberties Uniom, alieges in the case of the Beriin Damo-i

.tMt the Army subjected them

to \\arra'\fless elscironic sur-’ p GRS ons azainst 2
‘\exlnf‘.ce, infiltrated their meet-- <°‘Z""¢ th

and:
|

.nos with informants
Kopeneu their mail. -

i I his. response  to that:
‘charge, Mr. Hoffmann declmed.
to comment on whether letiers-
and tetephone calls to and frem
members of the club were m
tercepted in the course of the!
Army’s surveillance:

Identification Refused

!
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! In the Sociaiist ’\\'01“\91'.)1
case Mr. Hoffmann deciined toi
ton xfy the party member

letter was inleccested
w2 individual who was dis-
cu*se:i in . the . seccnd

-‘>Led 1et*er.

But Syd Qtapb‘ton a
spakesman, said he _nc'.ed
that 2 number of pariy mem-
bters had correspondad wiih
croups of American soldicrs
and German Socialists during
the pericd in question.
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ratic Club tnat constitutionali
arch andi
is not zuthnrized:
v & judici 91 crder ¢o not 2pplyl
to American citizens ouiside,
the Urited Siztes. ;
Ctiher Justice T‘;Doar'*-enﬂ
lawyvers have sald privatelyy
that they have conciudad *h
‘He CILA) s .‘.wu interceptien®
prooru..., kich w2s centered
in New Ycr._ San Francisco!
rleans, was carried|
‘sut in  viclation cof Fourth!
~\*r°~dment gua:antes
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in behalf of the Amy, Justxce
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